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SAFETY BULLETIN

FOR IMMEDIATE IMPLEMENTATION
RE: COMMERCIAL USE OF PLASTIC PATIO CHAIRS

Over the past few years, the advent and mass production of inexpensive,
plastic stacking chairs has created a large market in the outdoor amusement,
entertainment and food service industries. These chairs can be inexpensively
purchased at almost any discount, hardware or home supply store
nationwide; and can be stacked and stored in large quantities, occupying little
space. They are very lightweight, making them convenient for one person to
move or set up en masse.
With the growing popularity of these chairs at fairs and festivals, our office
has noted a corresponding increase in serious injuries resulting from their
use. These chairs are not for commercial use and may collapse under stress.
The plastic legs are generally unsteady and tend to buckle when the occupant
leans or twists. Parents holding children and the elderly are at particular risk;
as is anyone who is heavy or leans on the chair for personal support while
attempting to sit or stand. Once a plastic leg has been bent or buckled, it is
permanently weakened, creating a greater risk of collapse. Use of these chairs
on hard surfaces is especially dangerous, where the base of the skull is
exposed to severe trauma upon impact. We have seen increasing instances of
head wounds and serious brain injuries resulting from plastic chair collapse.
We strongly suggest the use of these chairs for public or commercial events be
discontinued. Furthermore, sponsors or organizers of fairs or festivals should
take precautions to ensure vendors and concessionaires do the same while on
your premises or participating in your events. Along the same line, you
should be obtaining defense and indemnity agreements, as well as additional
insured endorsements, from all vendors and concessionaires who contract
with your event.
Please contact us with any questions or concerns.
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